


February 2026


Dear Friends:

	SUBJECT: Buxton History & Genealogy Conference Sponsorship Package

Attached please find a request for sponsorship of the Buxton History & Genealogy Conference.  The first Conference was held in 1998. From 2009 to 2015, it was managed in partnership with the Harriet Tubman Institute at York University in Toronto. After a one-year hiatus, the Conference was reorganized in 2017 by an international group of volunteers in partnership with the University of Windsor and Huron University College (London) History Departments. Our audience is drawn from a cross-section of international attendees primarily from the United States and Canada. This year’s Conference is part of the 103rd Buxton Homecoming annual Labour Day celebration (Sept. 4-7, 2026) in North Buxton, Ontario. 
The Conference provides knowledge and education related to history, genealogy, and ancestry of the inhabitants of the historic 9,000-acre Elgin Settlement in Buxton, Ontario. The Elgin Settlement was founded in 1849 by Presbyterian minister, Rev. William King, with the mission to establish a planned refuge for formerly enslaved and free people of African descent from the United States.  The Elgin Settlement became one of the most prosperous settlements of its kind in Ontario. 
This year’s Conference will be held on Friday, Sept. 4, 2026, from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the North Buxton Community Church. In order to continue providing the public with the History & Genealogy Conference, we request your consideration in sponsoring this event. Our Sponsorship Package and preliminary program are attached.
Thank you for your generous support.

Cordially,
The Buxton History & Genealogy Conference Committee





BUXTON HISTORY & GENEALOGY CONFERENCE

FRIDAY, SEPT. 4, 2026
North Buxton Community Church
North Buxton, Ontario, Canada

SPONSORSHIP PACKAGE

Buxton History & Genealogy Conference Liaisons & Committee
Bryan Prince, Liaison; Historian & Author, North Buxton, Ontario
Shannon Prince, Liaison; Immediate Past Curator, Buxton National Historic Site & Museum
Irene Moore Davis, Asst. Curator, Amherstburg Freedom Museum
Blair Newby, Coordinator-Museums Programs, Chatham
Dr. Thomas Peace, Associate Professor-History, Huron University College, London
Sharri L. Rolland Phillips, Attorney (Ret.), Lapeer, Michigan
Dr. Nina Reid-Maroney, Professor-History, Huron University College, London
Dr. Barbara K. Hughes Smith, Consultant-Detroit River Story Lab, LSA: Univ. of MI-Ann Arbor
Brenda L. Travis, Educator (Ret.)-Detroit Public Schools, living in Chatham
John Travis, Deacon-Union Baptist Church (Dresden), Chatham
Dr. Miriam Wright, Associate Professor-History, University of Windsor


CONTACT ADDRESS:  	
Buxton National Historic Site & Museum
Att: Buxton History & Genealogy Conference Committee
		21975 A.D. Shadd Road
North Buxton, Ontario N0P1Y0
Telephone: (519) 352-4799

Website: https://www.buxtonmuseum.com
		Email: buxtonhomecoming@gmail.com
		Registered Charity: 119108934RR0001
ABOUT THE CONFERENCE

The Buxton History & Genealogy Conference is part of the four-day annual Buxton Homecoming celebration in North Buxton, Ontario. The first Conference was held in 1998 and was initially managed by a committee formed by the Buxton National Historic Site & Museum.  From 2009 to 2015, the Harriet Tubman Institute at York University (Toronto) joined in partnership to co-manage the Conference.  Following a hiatus in 2016, the Conference resumed in 2017 under management of an international committee of volunteers comprised of educators, area descendants, and interested supporters in partnership with the University of Windsor (Windsor) and Huron University College (London) History Departments. 

The Conference is the first formal activity of the Homecoming Weekend celebration where friends and family meet for an informative program, a delicious harvest lunch, important reunions and unique networking opportunities. The audience draws from a wide range of international attendees, primarily from across Canada and United States, who are interested in ancestry, interesting relevant presentations on history and genealogy and the history of the historic 9,000-acre Elgin Settlement in Buxton. 

The Elgin Settlement, founded in 1849 by Presbyterian minister Rev. William King, was established as a planned refuge for formerly enslaved and free men, women and children of African descent from the United States. At its height, the settlement was home to over 2,000 residents. Elgin Settlement was one of the most prosperous of its kind in Canada. The Elgin settlers’ descendants remain in the Buxton area to this day.

Please review this sponsorship package to participate in the unique opportunity to support and sustain the Buxton History & Genealogy Conference. Your sponsorship ensures that the Conference continues to provide knowledge, education, community bonding, and unique networking opportunities as part of the annual Buxton Homecoming celebration. Thank you for your generosity.


The Buxton History & Genealogy Conference Committee

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS

Golden Heritage Partner: $750
· Admission for four guests at the Conference & Luncheon
· Display signage and logo
· Distribute marketing items
· Logo included in the Buxton Homecoming Program Booklet and Conference Program

Silver Conductor: $500
· Admission for two guests at the Conference & Luncheon
· Distribute marketing items
· Logo included in the Buxton Homecoming Program Booklet and Conference Program

Bronze Agent: $250
· Admission for one guest at the Conference & Luncheon
· Logo included in the Conference Program Booklet

Sponsors may specifically wish to sponsor/recognize (please indicate):

	· Venue & Banquet Hall cost
· Speakers/Presentations
· Musical/Cultural Experience
· Luncheon/Catering/Refreshments
	· In honor of: __________________

· In memory of: ________________



Individual non-sponsor donations in smaller amounts are welcomed. (See next page.)

The Old Pear Tree
Site of the first Homecoming in 1924
[image: A tree in a field]

Buxton History & Genealogy Conference
Sponsorship Form

	
	Name/Company Name:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Address:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Website:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Contact:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Telephone:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Email:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Sponsorship Level:
(Please circle one)
	Golden Heritage Partner
$750
	Silver Conductor
$500
	Bronze Agent
$250

	
Non-Sponsor donations in smaller amounts are also welcomed (circle one):
	



  $25         $50
	



  $75     
	



$100

	
	
	
	


Complete this form and remit payment to: 
[bookmark: _Hlk183946372][bookmark: _Hlk183946007]Buxton National Historic Site & Museum
Attention: Buxton History & Genealogy Conference
		21975 A.D. Shadd Road
North Buxton, Ontario N0P1Y0
		https://www.buxtonmuseum.com
		buxtonhomecoming@gmail.com
		Registered Charity: 119108934RR0001

[bookmark: _Hlk183946409]Questions? Please call: (519) 352-4799			
Thank you for your generous support!
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